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| would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations on the grand opening
of the 53rd International Home Care & Rehabilitation Exhibition H.C.R.
2026.

| also wish to express my sincere respect to all those who have long been
committed to organizing HCR, contributing to the research, development
and dissemination of welfare equipment, and the promotion of social
welfare.

The International Home Care and Rehabilitation Exhibition is one of the
largest in Asia where welfare equipment manufacturers, researchers,
welfare and medical professionals, and users and their families from Japan
and abroad come together. | recognize that this is a very meaningful place
for people from various positions to interact and experience the latest
equipment and to think about the issues and possibilities surrounding
welfare.

| understand that at this year’s exhibition a wide range of welfare
equipment will be showcased — from handmade self-help devices to
innovative products utilizing cutting-edge technology such as Al, sensor
technology, and care robots. In addition, various exhibitions and forums
will be held, including the “Technology x Care Exhibition”, seminars to
utilize technology in care settings and to realize an inclusive society, and a
disaster prevention-themed event. | expect that through these events,
new discoveries will be made that will support individual lives and lead to
improved productivity and quality of care in welfare and care settings.

In Japan, the role of welfare equipment is very important as the
advancement of an aging society and securing personnel for nursing care
are the critical issues. We believe that these technologies will contribute
not only to supporting the independent lives of people with disabilities
and the elderly, but also to reducing caregivers’ burden and creating a
worker-friendly environment.

The Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare is currently working to support
the development of welfare devices that meet users' needs, as well as the
smooth introduction of care technology into welfare and care settings.
Moving forward, we will continue our efforts to realize a diverse and
inclusive society where all people, regardless of age or disability, can lead



fulfilling and meaningful lives.
Finally, | wish the good health and success of all the staff of Japan National
Council of Social Welfare and Health and Welfare Information Association,

who have worked hard to organize this HCR, and of everyone in
attendance today.

October 7, 2026
Kenichiro Ueno
Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare



